HOME and HOSPITAL VISITS

Home visits are an integral part of the GRADS program. After a home visit, the student's parents usually fee! more comfortable contacting you if they have a question. A teacher needs to inform the family in advance of her/his desire to conduct a home visit, and request directions.

Key times to make home visits:

1. Before school begins in autumn

· Introduce self and GRADS program
· Offer encouragement
· Make sure student has schedule for school and that day care is in place
· Explain lLP'S and offer some suggestions 
· Take materials that will be of interest (related to age of child or stage of pregnancy)

2. Absenteeism of student

· Check to see if a problem exists
· Let student know you care

3. Following Birth of Student's Baby

· Make a visit at the hospital if possible, depending on your community and visiting hours.
· Set time schedule for returning to school
· Check on child care arrangements
· Offer support and answer questions and concerns

4. Problems at School or Home

· Use discretion
· Let family know you care
· Offer assistance within reason, such as finding information or giving the family referrals

Periodically a student will feel a strong maternal bonding and not want to leave the child. This usually occurs immediately after birth or sometimes after summer vacation. Discuss with stu​dent how much better the future will be for both student and baby if he/she does finish high school. Home and hospital visits can be a time to observe interaction between parent and child. A student often likes to show the teacher what his/her child is doing.  lLP's can be dis​cussed or viewed, especially if they involve things that cannot be brought to school. Some​times contacts can be at an informal setting such as a sporting event, or shopping. Take time to acknowledge the student and talk informally.

Occasionally it may not be safe to make home visits in certain areas of your school district. If there is any question in your mind concerning the safety of the area in which you are to visit, check with someone who is familiar with the area or take someone along with you.
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